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� in bulk  
� Unlabeled in  375ml flask bottles or 

100ml glass barrel bottles 
 

Verified Alcohol Content provided 

Made in our 20C Licensed Kitchen 

Other Specialty Products also available 

Call us for details 

 

Merle Maple LLC – Attica, NY 
585-535-7136 

www.merlemaple.com 
lyleanddottie@merlemaple.com 
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President's Note
Greetings maple folks,                                                                                                        
  It’s fair season! Where did 
the summer go? Maple sales at 
Boyden Bros. Maple, are growing by 
the week now as fall approaches and 
those jugs purchased in the spring 
��������	���
�������������������	���
markets are opening for harvest sales, 
and that causes a spike in sales. 
For Jeanne and I this starts a season of 
high-candy and cream sales. I made 
95 pounds of cream over the week-
�	�������
������
����������������������
For us in the Northeast, we had a late 
“deep” frost that set back the maples 
and spurred on a very heavy “mast 
year”. The leaves are also very small. 
I hope that the trees have something 
left for us in February and March! (Or 
even January for you early tappers)
The conference is shaping up well! 
The trade show promises to be a good 
one, and participants are signing up. 
Please get your registration in to us 
ASAP so that we can accommodate 
you.

We have an interesting bunch of 
speakers, covering most things maple! 
The Maple Syrup and Confections 
contest will be open to all partici-
pants. Bring your best and maybe 
take home some bragging rights! All 
�	������������������	���	�������
-
ments from the judges so you will 
know what they thought of your 
product. These comments over the 
years have helped Jeanne and I dial in 
our process to make the best product 
that we can. Just please check your 
density and grade before entering. It 
��������������
��������������������
before it is ever tasted.
As this is my last message as presi-
dent of NAMSC, I thank you all for 
your support and wish you great 
sugaring going forward!

Let’s all make sure that we work 
to, “Make Maple a Staple”!

Howard Boyden 

President, NAMSC

Quality from Tree to Table
2023 International Maple Conference

October 26-28 • Sturbridge, MA

More information on page 37 and at
www.massmaple.org/2023mapleconference/
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Cover: Ioka Valley Farm,                 
Hancock,Massaachusets  

Wish you could get the 
Digest electronically?

�������	�
Send an email to:

mapledigest@gmail.com

Wish you could get th
Digest electronically?

�������	�
Send an email to:

mapledigest@gmail.com

Seeking Photos
and Articles

We’re always looking for good 
maple photos and articles for the 

Digest. Send to:  
mapledigest@gmail.com.
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802 868-2328 | 833 548-5454 
www.elapierre.com

LAPIERRE USA SWANTON
102 Airport Access Road, Swanton, VT  

Quality syrup starts  
with quality equipment
Get ready to tap into the sweetest success with our 
top-of-the-line maple syrup production equipment. As 
a family-owned business and large maple producers 
ourselves, we know that maple syrup isn’t just a hobby, 
it’s a way of life. That’s why we’ve designed our equip-
ment to be rugged, reliable, and efficient, just like your 
grandpa’s ’67 two toned timeless Chevy truck. Whether 
you’re a small-time operation or a big-time syrup em-
pire, we’ve got the gear to take your maple game to 
the next level. So don’t let subpar equipment hold you 
back. Secure your new equipment now to ensure timely 
delivery and taste the difference!y
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Nonconductive Wood Associated with Taphole 
Wounds in Sugar Maple
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Figure 1.  Examples where the response to the taphole wound has inter-
acted with existing nonconductive wood (NCW) from previous wounds, 
and/or the central column of nonconductive wood (in maple, the stained 
area of wood in the central portion of the stem is referred to as the “cen-
tral column of nonconductive wood”, and it is not true heartwood as oc-
curs in other species like walnut).  Note that the wound does not have to 
physically intersect existing NCW for the response zones to interact, and 
when this occurs the result is often much more NCW than results from a 
wound in healthy sapwood. 
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Figure 2.  This image shows an instance where the wound response to the ta-
phole has interacted with what is likely NCW from a previous year’s taphole, 
and the stain from both are interacting with an area of stain (or decay) in the 
interior of the tree.  

Figure 3.  Overall mean (± standard error) ratio nonconductive wood (NCW) 
to taphole volume in 63 trees tapped with standard maple tapholes in spring 
2018 and felled and dissected the following fall.  Mean diameter at breast 
height = 8.9 inches (± 0.3), minimum = 5.1, maximum = 14.6.
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Figure 4.  Overall mean (± standard error) ratio nonconductive wood (NCW) 
to taphole volume in 45 trees tapped with standard maple tapholes (5/16” or 
19/64”-diameter) in various previous studies at UVM PMRC (Wilmot, T.R., un-
published data; van den Berg, A.K., unpublished data).  

Figure 5.  Linear regression of the volume of nonconductive wood (NCW) as-
sociated with tapholes (expressed as the volume of NCW in proportion to the 
volume of the taphole) versus the tree’s growth rate (basal area increment in 
cm2) over the past 20 years (2008-2018). n = 50 trees
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Figure 1 & 2: Sap production volume from three different tap hole diameters 
during the 2022 & 2023 maple season at the Cornell University Uihlein Maple 
Research Forest. Tap holes 5/16 inches in diameter were considered 100% 
of production with smaller tapholes showing a percentage change above or 
below 5/16 inch diameter tap holes. The error bars reflect standard deviation 
which shows the range that occurred across the replications. By comparing 
the error bars and not the average production, there is too much variation 
to draw significant conclusions. After two seasons there was not a significant 
change in production with smaller diameter tapholes. More years of data col-
lection are needed.  
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CALL for a catalog or demonstration
800-634-5557

THEY JUST WORK!  Fast. Safe. Reliable.

RCA 480 JOY 
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�����		���
One-hand joystick 
operation, 19” diameter log 
capacity, 25 tons of splitting force.
LOGGING WINCHES
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����
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����
�
	�������
Standard equipment includes 
200’ of swaged cable, three sliders, 
high & low pulleys, chain saw 
holder, and more.
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Fig.1 Buddy maple syrup lexicon developed by Cornell Sensory Evaluation  
Center
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C O M E  T O  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  F O R  T H E

2023 INTERNATIONAL MAPLE 
SYRUP CONFERENCE

The Massachusetts Maple Producers Association invites you to join us for the 
2023 International Maple Syrup Conference: Quality from Tree to 
Table. The industry’s largest and longest-running annual conference and trade 
show will be held October 25-28 in Sturbridge, MA, within a day’s drive of 
90% of the world’s maple syrup producers, convenient to interstate highway 
travel and easily accessible from several airports.

The event has been held every year for decades, and attracts sugarmakers 
of all sizes, along with researchers, regulators, and professionals from related 
industries for four days of research presentations, practical skills workshops, 
meetings, tours, and networking. 

Preliminary schedule
• Wednesday, 10/25: Meetings for NAMSC delegates
• Thursday, 10/26: Tours of sugarhouses and local attractions, and a Taste of 

Massachusetts dinner
• Friday, 10/27: Research presentations, evening banquet
• Saturday, 10/28: Practical skills workshops

Register online today! 
We are also seeking submissions for workshop presentations, as well as 
���������	
��	��	������	�������	��	����	�������	������	���	���������	
Fund. For more information, and to register, see:

www.massmaple.org/2023mapleconference/

Quality from Tree to Table
October 25-28  •   Sturbridge, MA
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Sharpened with precision for fast  
cleanout and precise tapping. Laser  
drawn lines at 1 ½” and 2” increments. 

Increase your sap and  
extend your season.   
Tap Earlier and utilize  
early season runs to  
tighten tubing system

19/64” – Advanced seamless 
barb and taphole sealing  
technology. High performing  
in all sugarbush conditions. 

2"    1½"
Visual guides

705 SERIES

Check Valve Spouts
5/16” - Proven Technology

H2O Tapping bit

BEST DEALER NETWORK  
IN NORTH AMERICA

H2OINNOVATION.NET
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Easy Labeler
Label Applicator 

Works with a wide variety 
of labels and containers

easylabeler.com
LIFETIME GUARANTEE 

���	��	�������	������������	��	�����	���
����	
 

Discounts and free domestic shipping for Maple customers:
Promo code: maple22

Contact us with questions or for Canadian shipping info:
413-628-4744     support@easylabeler.com 
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Don't Forget!!                                  

National Maple Syrup Day is 

1���
����34��$%$&

We are looking for a Maple 

Tubing Sugarbush Working 

/�	����#7����	���������	��

Must have experience on 

maple tubing systems, tap-

ping, repairing and maintaining 

good vacuum. Some mechanical 

knowledge is required. Also we 


��	�����������	��������	�#

packaging as needed. 

Drivers license is a plus but 

not mandatory. Amish person(s) 

are more than welcome.Pay will 

be based on experience, housing 

and work vehicle is included for 

the right candidate. There will 

be an incentive for this person to 

increase sap production.

Email bruceroblee@yahoo.

com or text 518-774-4741.

+=���	�
�������>3KQK>&QY%$$�

45



Farm Credit East is deeply rooted 
in our customers’ success – and 
Northeast agriculture. In fact, no 
one knows ag quite as well as Farm 
Credit East. So if you’re looking for 
financing or business services for your 
agricultural operation – of any size or 
type – look to Farm Credit East.  
Our mission is to grow your success.

FARMCREDITEAST.COM
800.562.2235 

Loans and Leases 
Tax Services    

Payroll Services 
Business Consulting    

Record-keeping 
Country Home Loans

Crop Insurance    
FarmStart  

for New Businesses  
Real Estate and  

Equipment Appraisals

FULL FINANCIAL 
SOLUTIONS
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Please Consider Including NAMSC in Your Estate Plan
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Subscriptions
Most state associations include a Maple Syrup Digest subscription with your annual dues. 
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Remit by postal money order (in US funds) for Canadian subscriptions.
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If you’re moving, please be sure to send us your change of address.
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cooled. Includes the oil reservoir and pump but not the phase converter. 
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Located in Hobart, NY 

www.roxburymountainmaple.com
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